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Official Newsletter of the Crystal Springs Council
Please note: This will be the last physical mailing
of this newsletter, those with email addresses
will continue to receive a copy and a copy will
also be available on our website.

WELCOME NEW RESIDENTS!
Council is aware of at least twelve families that have
purchased or built homes during 2018. Privacy legislation prevents us from telling others who you all are,
but nothing stops us from wishing you all a warm welcome to the community. If you haven’t already done
so, be sure to come out to one of our community events ; the next one is the ...
Christmas WINE AND CHEESE
On DECEMBER 8 from 3 till 5pm at number 195!
Simply drop in, say hi and meet your neighbours
and friends .

Lake Water Quality Improvements
Fall came with a vengeance, but the summer was long, warm and Pigeon Lake water quality was - well, in a word “terrific.” Warm and
clear water with clean beaches, it was one of the best recreational seasons in recent years. By late August thirty-four Alberta Lakes reported Blue-Green algae, some as early as May - with none at Pigeon Lake. To quote the Pigeon Lake Watershed Association (PLWA) “we would
like to think our collective efforts are beginning to make a difference.” And just what are some of the collective efforts of residents? The
PLWA led by volunteer Chair Wayne Buskas, Vice Chair Michael Gaian and Executive Director Catherine Peirce report the following in
their Fall newsletter.
The completion of a comprehensive report by the Pigeon Lake Watershed Management Plan (PLWMP) that is providing a science based
blueprint for action by organizations and citizens. (Crystal Springs Deputy-Mayor Ron LaJeunesse is a member of the PLWMP steering and
writing groups.)
Improved citizen knowledge and demonstration projects like water gardens and rain barrels for good lake stewardship. (Everyone wants
a clean and useable lake. We will as a council continue to provide you with actions you can take help the lake recover from years of development and
abuse)
Promotion of a model land use by-law. (Council will be holding public meetings in the near future on our land use bylaws)
Support for completion of the South Pigeon Wastewater system. (Apparently eliminating a greater number of polluting septic fields and faulty
tanks than were ever estimated or reported.)
In addition, the Alliance of Pigeon Lake Municipalities (APLM) (Mayor Ian Rawlinson is your rep) has three studies in the works, one looking at
conditions that influence blue-green algae, another looking at the feasibility of in-lake options like water augmentation and a third on algae harvesting. In addition, the locally organized Pigeon Lake Renewal League (PLRL) continue to advocate and demonstrate lake stewardship through activities like shoreline cleaning, recycling and parks rejuvenation. More information is available from plwa.ca, aplm.org,
plwmp.ca and pigeonlakerenewal.weebly.com
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CANNABIS USE IN
THE VILLAGE

CRIME IN THE
VILLAGES
Rural crime is a problem right across Alberta and
the Villages are no exception. Valuable property,
expensive toys and long absences can make us
particularly vulnerable. In an effort to find solutions, Council has approved a grant submission to
the provincial governments “proceeds from crime”
fund. It would give us the resources to work with
stakeholders in developing innovative and proven
prevention strategies. The plan has been endorsed by the RCMP, the Chamber of Commerce
and by neighboring communities. Grants will be
announced in the new year.
In the meantime,
prevention is the
key to protecting
your residence
and at the same
time provides
peace of mind
during times
when property is
going to be vacant

The use of Cannabis for recreational purposes was made legal on October 17th,
with the control and distribution of the
product subject to a complex array of federal, provincial and municipal rules and regulations. Council began looking at the issues several
months ago and proposed a complete ban in public places due to the
toxic effect of second hand smoke, especially for children and youth.
The passing of a By-law however has been delayed by a decision to
work with the other villages on a consistent approach for south Pigeon
Lake and a recommendation for ALL Summer Villages in Alberta from
our Alberta Association In the interim, residents are asked to respect
their neighbors and to restrict any use of the product to private dwellings. And please remember, “Driving High is a DUI”

Waste water Celebrations...


145 out of 171 have taken advantage of the benefits of hooking
up. These include financial incentives, convenience and lake stewardship. We are confident that everyone will be hooked up as
many of those that opted out are for the reason of selling property
and our bylaw insists that
those that sell must hook up
within 2 years.



Oct 16 and former Mayor
Grant Churchill, a strong
advocate of the public
wastewater system meets
with THS employees to
become the first Crystal
Springs resident to
“flush.”



The line is pressured up to
114 and THS has begun connecting those that are finished and
have paid or amortized. Fusion hopes to have the leaks in the
next phase fixed this week so people to the Day Park will be next
in line for connecting and although weather dependent, it is hoped
everyone is up by Dec 1st



Gibsons landscaping continues to work on rebuilding the areas
damaged by construction (in this regard we ask residents to please
take special care not to drive or walk on areas of reclamation.



“Residents that have chosen not to connect are reminded that Bylaws require a tank
inspection by a SVCS approved inspector prior to the end of 2018 and every two
years thereafter. The assessment will include a visual or camera inspection of tank
integrity including any system by-passes. Penalties for violations range from $2500 to
$25,000.”

Do’s and Don’ts
of Crime Prevention
As a homeowner, your best defense against burglary is taking preventative measures. RCMP
reminds homeowners to secure their residences
when left unoccupied for long and short periods of
time. Homes that “look” lived in and are lived in,
are less vulnerable to intruders.
Do’s
. Have someone check your home on a regular
basis
. Clean walkways and driveways for that lived in
look.
. Notify your neighbors of when you are going to
be away and leave an emergency contact numbers so they can keep an eye on your home and
can call police to report suspicious activity.
. Lock all doors, windows, garages, sliding doors
and sheds even when leaving for short periods of
time. Keep vehicles locked. Never leave keys in
vehicles.
. Set lights on timers, set alarm systems. Have
good motion-sensor lights in your yard. The criminal element doesn’t like light.
Don’ts
. Don’t post your trip or intention of leaving on
social media. Wait until you are back.
. Don’t leave ladders or tools a burglar can use to
break in.
. Don’t leave pricey possession in view from windows and doors.
Prevention is the key to protecting your residence
and at the same time provides peace of mind
during times when property is going to be vacant.
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PARK IMPROVEMENTS ON TRACK
Most residents will be aware that with the leadership of the Pigeon Lake Renewal League, along
with work by dozens of local volunteers, the
new Bluebird Park walking bridge was completed and an extensive refurbishing of the
Day Park has begun. At the Day Park, the
removal of dead trees and underbrush, a new
meeting centre with heat, a refurbished children’s play area, a youth volleyball court, a
horseshoe pit, a walking trail with disability
provisions, a lake viewing platform, a water
garden, a swim platform and an improved yet
environmentally sensitive lakeshore are a few
of the planned improvements. The work is
being done through a combination of volunteer and contractor labour, with funding by the
Alberta Governments “Facility Enhancement
Program,” the Summer Village of Crystal
Springs and local residents, businesses and
volunteer groups.
The government grant was conditional upon
local cash contributions and a fund raising
campaign is underway with a “Contributions
Board” displaying the names of the generous
local residents can be seen near the postal boxes. Residents who still wish to contribute are
encouraged to do so by sending their tax deductible contribution payable to the Summer
Village of Crystal Springs.
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POTHOLES OR
CRATERS
The rain, snow and construction by
municipal and private contractors has
to understate the reality made travelling Crystal Springs Drive a challenge.
Add to that the construction along
Range Roads 11 &12 and the state of
the county roads, residents and cottagers are tempted to “just stay
home.”
Interim remedial measures were considered, but the cost and short-term
benefit were judged to be deterring
factors. However, with wastewater
construction due to be completed
before year end, Council has contracted with engineers to undertake soil
samplings and to prepare a report on
road reconstruction options.
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WHAT ARE
YOUR
PRIORITIES?
All well-run organizations begin with the
development of a comprehensive strategic
plan prepared in consultation with stakeholders. A copy of the Crystal Springs
“Strategic Directions” and a summary of
that plan entitled “2018 Action Plan” are
both available on our web site at crystalsprings.ca.
Council will soon be reviewing last year’s
multi-year plan in preparation for setting
2019 priorities and budgets and the input
of residents is a valuable part of that process. Please communicate your issues and
recommendations prior to November 14th
to CAO Sylvia Roy at the Summer Village
offices or contact one of your Councillors
directly. Contact information can be found
on page 4 of this newsletter.

While traditional “pavement” at one
million dollars a mile will be prohibitive but there are some promising
new “polymer” products on the market. Council is hopeful that corrective
action based on engineering recommendations can begin in the spring of
2019.

YOUR RECYLABLE BOTTLES CAN HELP
On September 12th Council approved a bottle recycling partnership with the Pigeon Lake Renewal League (PLRL) and the Falun Bottle Depot. The tripartite
agreement will see the Village providing space for a secure bottle recycling container provided by the PLRL who will manage the project and use the proceeds
for community Parks & Recreation projects. The Falun Bottle Depot will provide regular pick-ups and
payment reports.
The bin will be located centrally near the boat launch
and residents will be encouraged to deposit their bottles weekly. The bin and graphics will take some time
to produce and while the holiday season is being targeted, the program may not be available until Spring.
Please watch for it!

SNOW
REMOVAL
The summer villages of Crystal
Springs, Grandview and Poplar
Bay have advertised for snow
removal contractors, however a
selection has yet to be made.
Previous contractors have
agreed to do private driveways
for a pre-negotiated fee payable
by property owners. Interested
residents should check our web
site for information regarding the
Crystal Springs contractor sometime after November 1st.

WE WANT YOUR EMAIL!

Contact Information

Office Hours and

Mayor

Locations:

We have over 140 on our email list already!

Ian Rawlinson

You will receive any newsletters electronically as well as any
updates from council.

ian.rawlinson@wolfcreek.ab.ca

605 2nd Avenue, Ma-Me-O Beach
AB. Box 100 Ma-Me-O Beach AB. T0C
1X0.

If you want on the list simply send me an email -

403-896-7897

ian.rawlinson@wolfcreek.ab.ca

Deputy Mayor
Ron LaJeunesse
lajeunesse@ionline.ca
587-409-4719

Phone 780-586-2494.
info@crystalsprings.ca
Hours of operation
Monday to Friday 9:00 am - Noon.

Councilor

We are on the web

Margaret Gagnon

www.crystalsprings.ca

margaretjgagnon@gmail.com
780-231-2548

Dr. Roger
Stephens
While we tend to focus on the
lake and all the recreational
opportunities it affords us,
Crystal Springs is also blessed
with a beautiful ribbon of
green along its southern
boundary where you are afforded the chance to see
moose, deer, skunks, rabbits,
foxes, squirrels, and many
species of birds. If you’ve ever
set foot on one of the walking trails through our park space you
have Roger Stephens to thank. For many years, Roger, and his
faithful canine companion Phoebe, have spent thousands of hours
in all kinds of weather walking our trails to ensure they are well
maintained and safe for all to enjoy. Every spring and after every
storm, Roger tirelessly chainsaws and removes trees that have fallen across the paths. Roger has also planted hundreds of native
trees that are growing and are helping provide habitat for the wild
creatures with which we co-exist. He also maintains the bird nesting boxes that you see throughout our community and in the surrounding areas. As our green space near the lake is pressured with
increased development, it is more important than ever to ensure
that we continue to foster and maintain the natural environment in
our summer village and leave a legacy for future generations. If you
haven’t had a chance to take a hike or a cross-country ski on our
trails, they should be on your list of amazing things to do in Crystal
Springs. And if you see Roger and Phoebe on the trails or just out
walking, say hello and thank you!

REC COMMITTEE ENDS YEAR
WITH GOLF & POTLUCK
On August 11th the Recreational Committee ended its year
of activities with 40 golfers at the “Black Bull.” The rains
threatened, but held off for a superb afternoon of comradery and even a bit of good golf. The forecast was for a
torrential down-pour at precisely 6 p.m., just when the Potluck dinner was to begin however the Rausch family had
offered their sheltered fire-pit for the event and the Edgar
family volunteered their garden tent, when combined accommodated the more than 50 plus people beautifully. The
rains came with a vengeance but the roaring fire, shelter and
food and drink for more than double the number in attendance brought the committees recreational year to a successful close.
Planning for the 2019 activities will begin in the new year
and resident program ideas and participation are invited.
Co-chair Violet Isles will be stepping down from her leadership role, so both leaders and members are needed. If you
are interested or have a program idea contact Donna
Rausch at drausch8@shaw.ca or phone 403-358-2377
Council wishes to thank 2018 committee members Heidi
Dandurand, Lindsay Jones, Ernie Lavoie, Carol Moerth,
Donna Rausch, Dwayne Rausch, Brynn Rawlinson, Kiera
Rawlinson and Eric Seneka, with a special thanks to cochairs Vi Isles and Arnold Moerth for their leadership.
Golf Winners
Heid Dandurand, Tim
Hollman, Andre Gagnon and
Keegan Mac Donald

