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Road Update and Clean Up of Sewer Construction Debris
As Spring finally approaches we are being met with the challenges of our road and construction
debris left over from our sewer project last year.
Council has been investigating options for our road and has received a comprehensive report to
determine next steps. We are challenged by being close to the lake, cost and also the number of
springs in our village. For your information:
1) To completely dig up and rebuild our road to the highest standards will cost millions….millions that our Summer Village does not have at this time. All grants have been investigated and none are available to do such comprehensive work. One also questions the need to have
a road that looks like a highway in a village at the exorbitant cost.
2) Our road does need to be rebuilt using some current technologies in the long term and council has put in their budget a plan to achieve the needed dollars within 5-7 years. This road would be of a high standard and
is a long term solution
3)

Our first step will be hiring a contractor to complete the clean up of the debris left over from sewer construction. Fusions
contract has been terminated so we will be looking to outside sources in this regard. This will be done as soon as snow is
melted and an assessment team can be mobilized. To note is there is NO additional cost to this item, simply a completion
of the contract.

4)

As the clean up contractor works through the village they will also clean the road and temporarily fill any potholes they
can. We will ask them to work from one end to the other as quickly as they are able, removing trees, debris , planting seed,
repairing and removing dirt.

5)

Once ALL clean up is completed we have a road resurfacing plan similar to what was done about 6 years ago. In short the
road will be ground up, additional material added and re-laid so our road will be dust free and repacked as it was prior to
construction . Potholes, while they likely will reappear in the coming years can be filled and with the reduction of heavy
septic trucks and construction equipment we will be monitoring to see how this solution works. This solution will cost far
less and as much of the road damage was caused through wastewater construction some grant dollars may be available for
repair.

We hope to have all this work completed by late spring/early summer as we do want to attempt to ensure we do not have another summer of full construction in our village. We do however ask once again you understand a lot of clean up/work depends
on weather and availability of contractors.

WORKING TOGETHER
When the Wastewater system was originally planned, the former South Pigeon Summer Village Councils from Ma-Me-O to Poplar Bay had
differing ideas as to system details, contractors, installation, funding and ownership. Notwithstanding those differences, a committee of
current Councillors from each of the Villages are now working together on a unified, coordinated and consistent approach to resident
education regarding system care, maintenance, repair and emergency response. The partnership plan is to be put into place in each
community following the one-year warranty period. Residents will be kept informed as to progress, plan and participation
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Day Park Enhancement
Update Volunteers needed:
Officially started
August 2018, the
project includes a
refurbished shelter (new concrete, lighting,
heat, gas, electric,
other …), storage
shed, improved walkway to a lake side deck,
volleyball/horseshoe facilities, playground
enhancements and native plants. This
$90,000 project, funded via an Alberta Government grant ($40,000+), SVCS funding,
Pigeon Lake Renewal League fundraising and
volunteer labour, must be fully completed by
November 2019. Clearing of underbrush,
dangerous trees and partial shelter disassembly is mainly complete. 1000+ hours of labour is required from May (earlier, weather
permitting) to the September long weekend
to complete the project. Volunteer recruiting
will start shortly with requirements for all
ages, skill-sets and abilities. We anticipate
getting groups of volunteers together every
second weekend, time and weather permitting. Weekday projects are also available.
Most contractor requirements will be handled during the week.
We encourage residents and friends of
the SVCS to participate in this exciting
and fun community enhancement.
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Nuts and Bolts

CANNABIS
REMINDER
A reminder that Cannabis use in the village is prohibited in any public location. Please refer to the
bylaw on our webpage or simply click here
https://files.townlife.com/public/uploads/
bylaws/2045/241_Consumption_of_Cannabis_in_Public_
Places.pdf

Parks and Rec Committee...
Is always looking for input as they plan activities for
the coming year. If you are interested in participating or simply sharing a idea or 2 to continue to
build the great community we have please contact
Donna Rausch at (403) 358-2377 or at
drausch8@shaw.ca

FCSS
Many municipalities offer Family & Community Social Services (FCSS) a
“prevention” program that is cost shared with the provincial government.
It was once available in Crystal Springs, providing low cost homemaking
services like cleaning and laundry. There appeared to be little or no need
for the service and it was discontinued in 2017. A newsletter survey in
2018 appeared to confirm that there was little need for the program in
our community, however Council has decided to poll our residents one
last time. If you are a senior or are disabled, if you are in need of home
help and live on a modest income, phone the program co-ordinator Mrs
Sharon Locke on a Thursday between 8 a.m. and 4 p.m at 780-335-3444.
Tell her you live in Crystal Springs and may be interested.

Fibre Optics Update
Missing Link Internet has informed us that last year they had some
difficulties working with gov’t officials on their project tat Sylvan lake.
Those issues have been cleared up and their hope is to outline a plan
for Pigeon Lake later this year.
Stay tuned as with an election coming soon one lives in certain uncertainty.

Strategic Plan
The Strategic plan is on our website and has been
approved after receiving feedback from residents.
Thank you to everyone who participated!

Details can be found in this link!
http://www.crystalsprings.ca/Strategic-Directions
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Pigeon Lake receives 2 major grants from the
AB Government totaling 385,000 dollars
Alberta Collaboration Grant Awarded for
Implementation of In Lake technical Committee
Investigation into potential In Lake solutions
The Summer Village of Crystal Springs was successful
on the application for a grant on behalf of the In Lake
Technical Committee of the APLM. The grant is for
200,000 dollars.
The In Lake committee has been researching potential
options for the health of PL for over a decade. The
committee has received 2 reports from Environmental
experts that outline POTENIAL solutions to some of
the issues our lake faces. Phase one outlined declining
lake levels and Algae blooms as the problem facing
Pigeon Lake and looked at 30 plus options of possible
remediation.
Of those 30 options, including everything from dredging to aeration to algae skimming equipment, only two
in-lake strategies were considered to have potential. The
first was to treat algae with an “Alum” or “Phoslock”
product and the second was to maintain lake water
levels through the tapping of an aquifer.
The data in the reports identified successful use of the
products in smaller water bodies. It also reported a
drop in lake levels of about 28 cm (11 inches) over the
past 40 years, along with more annual evaporation and
reduced precipitation. Both recommended strategies
required additional study and it was for that purpose
that Crystal Springs submitted the grant application.
However, other data – largely provided by PL leaders suggested that Pigeon Lake might be too large for
chemical treatment and the product too costly. With
respect to lake levels, other research suggested the lake
had significant swings in water levels, but that levels
were not dropping over time.
As a result of the varying data, the drawing of preliminary conclusions, the concern for cost and the fear of
unintended consequences by members of the Alliance
of Pigeon Lake Municipalities (APLM), several municipal Councils expressed opposition to even completing
the feasibility research. Unfortunately, in spite of the
available money, at the time of publication, it seems
unlikely the project will proceed.
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Community Policing

Alberta Collaboration Grant Awarded for
Implementation of Pigeon Lake Watershed Management Plan

The Province of Alberta has awarded an Alberta Community Partnership grant of $185K to support the implementation of the Pigeon Lake Watershed Management Plan 2018 (PLWMP), previously approved by all 12
Pigeon Lake municipalities. The grant will be administered by the SV of Grandview with guidance provided
by PLWMP Steering Committee. Crystal Springs Deputy
Mayor Ron LaJeunesse sits on this committee.
This grant will provide financial support over the next 3
years, under the following five topics identified in the
Plan and ACP grant approval:








Land use standards and a regional agreement for
establishing development standards and guidelines for Pigeon Lake,
Municipal operations guidelines for issues
affecting our lake,
Regional collaboration initiatives for stakeholders,
Technical and scientific research to improve our
knowledge of Pigeon lake,
Support of stewardship and advocacy actions.

All watershed residents are encouraged to become
familiar with the Plan and participate in achieving success in having a healthy watershed and healthy lake.
The Plan can be found at www.plwmp.ca/plan Please
contact a council member is further information is
required.

YOUR RECYLABLE
BOTTLES CAN HELP
The Pigeon Lake Renewal League (PLRL) has partnered with the SVCS and
the Falun Bottle Depot to install a beverage container recycling bin. The bin
will be located at the boat launch area. A provincial recycling grant will cover
the cost of the bin with the PLRL assuming additional labour and costs (installation,
locks/keys, container pickup, etc.). Anticipated arrival is within the next 3-5 weeks with
the bin in full operation by the May long weekend (hopefully earlier). All proceeds will
fund improvements to parks, recreation and environment facilities within the summer
village. We encourage you to support our community and leave your empties in the bin.

According to a recent RCMP
Survey, Property crime is the #1
concern of all residents, therefore, 2019 has the RCMP emphasizing Community Policing.
You can be the eyes and ears of
the community. Get to know your
neighbor and be the eyes and
ears for your neighbors when
they are away.
In previous years property crime
was increasing, however recent
stats show property crime plateauing. This is a stat that can be
attributed to a new Crime Reductions Team the RCMP formed in
2018. The primary responsibility
of the team is break & enters and
theft. An interesting fact from
RCMP stats show that 42% of all
rural property crime incidents
show keys were in or around the
vehicles and homes. You know
the common places spare keys
are hidden, well so does the burglar. Don’t make it easy for
them.
RCMP Enhanced Services is a
program Crystal Springs participates in with other Summer Villages. This is a service that
gives additional patrols through
our village over the course of
each week. A priority for the
RCMP members on patrol in
2019 is a STOP n TALK program. When you see them;
WAVE. Get to know your RCMP
member. They want to hear from
us.
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WE WANT YOUR EMAIL!

Contact Information

Office Hours and

Mayor

Locations:

We have over 150 on our email list .

Ian Rawlinson

You will receive any newsletters electronically as well as updates from council.

ian.rawlinson@wolfcreek.ab.ca

605 2nd Avenue, Ma-Me-O Beach
AB. Box 100 Ma-Me-O Beach AB. T0C
1X0.

If you want on the list simply send me an email -

403-896-7897

ian.rawlinson@wolfcreek.ab.ca

Deputy Mayor
Ron LaJeunesse

Our Newsletter is available on our Website

lajeunesse@ionline.ca

www.crystalsprings.ca

587-409-4719

Phone 780-586-2494.
info@crystalsprings.ca
Hours of operation
Monday to Friday 9:00 am - Noon.

Councilor
Margaret Gagnon
margaretjgagnon@gmail.com
780-231-2548

Fertilizer Bylaw
Reminder

Lindsay Jones
Aka- “LINDS!”

As we look to spring, a reminder that cosmetic lawn fertilizers
are not allowed in the Village of Crystal Springs, in fact they
are not allowed in any municipality around Pigeon Lake. The
bylaw and information is below:
https://files.townlife.com/public/uploads/
bylaws/2322/236_Restrict_Use_of_Fertilizers_Pesticides.pdf
For a list of lake friendly options click below
http://www.plwa.ca/pages/healthy-lake-lawn-care

Spring Beach Clean Up
As the ice recedes on our lake we are sure to be met once
again with the need for a beach cleaning. Our village is spearheading an initiative to clean the entire lake shore of algae
mats with the assistance of every municipality and Alberta
Environment. Our first step is determining the need for manual or mechanical extraction and at first glance it appears as if
the model we used last year will be repeated to clean the
lakeshore in our village.
Last year we removed over 9 tandem truckloads of algae and
as a council we are committed to continuing to support a
healthy lake and an atheistically pleasing shoreline.
Details will be coming over email in the coming weeks.
The SVCS once again will be hiring workers to clean
residents beaches (if desired) and municipal parkland. If
interested please contact Ian Rawlinson via email or text.

