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3rd Annual Council Sponsored
Christmas Wine and Cheese
When? December 14th 2pm till 4pm
Where? 195 Crystal Springs
This is an informal event designed to drop in ,
meet new friends and celebrate the spirit of the
season.
Please note: This is councilor sponsored activity and not taxpayer funded

KIDS CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE!
It was July of 2017 when 10 year old Joel Gerbrandt of Calgary
knocked on the door of his Crystal Springs cottage neighbour
Ron LaJeunesse. Joel knew Ron was active with the Pigeon
Lake Renewal League (PLRL) and he handed Ron a jar with
$48 dollars in coin and suggested that the League spend it on a
clean lake and on a better park and beach for kids. The funds
were raised by Joel, his younger sister Jordyn and other neighbour children at their lemonade stand.
Ron was impressed by the initiative and wrote a detailed proposal to rejuvenate the Day Park, part of Joel’s request. While
the plan was endorsed in principle by the PLRL under the leadership of the then Chair Ian Rawlinson, the group had no resources to make it happen. Then resident Arnold Moerth was
elected to the PLRL Board and Rawlinson and LaJeunesse were elected to Village Council. Moerth facilitated a government grant of
$40,466, that was contingent on local contributions, met in part by a commitment from Council and a community fund raising campaign led by the new Councillors. Probably the most significant event however, was when resident Dwayne Rausch, a carpentry instructor at Red Deer College joined the PLRL Board and agreed to “lead” the project with Moerth, a retired Engineer. The two have
provided the organization, skill and dedication that have facilitated both the donations and volunteer work contributions.
In summary, that $48 dollars raised by kids running a lemon-aid stand, provided the stimulus for grant and donor donations of over
$82,766, with some 2000 hours of volunteer work contributions. The park enhancements are now nearing completion and by Spring
the community will have a resource that will serve as the core recreational centre in Crystal Springs. (A final report with detailed information will be provided when the project is complete.)
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PLEASE
SLOW
DOWN!
It has been said that
“every action has an
equal and opposite
reaction.” And so it
seems with our roads.
As they improve in
quality, the speeds
seem to increase. The
summer village is a recreational area with no sidewalks, but
with plenty of people – including people out walking, many
pets and children playing.
Residents might want to know that in partnership with a
local donor, Council has initiated plans for new electronic
speed signage, supported by more evident speed postings.
Speeders might also be aware that the RCMP have agreed to
add radar control to our “police enhancement” agreement.
All of this being done to ensure our community and residents stay safe.
Council would also like to hear your views on returning
the speed bumps to our village during the summer
months and are asked to email Ian Rawlinson with any
thoughts on this proposal.
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Nuts and Bolts
ROAD WORKS
Council would like to thank you for your patience with our
roadwork these past few months.
The section of road that was chip sealed will now be left
to settle during the winter months and re evaluated in the
spring. The chip seal is imbedded in the mixture and while
we were hoping rain would help move the last of the dust
that has not occurred.
If we find the need to apply a top coat in the spring we
will do so if the dust has not settled and as we evaluate the
success of the stabilization. To top coat now would not
be effective as cold weather is upon us but we will try to
sweep when the road is wet to reduce dust.
Other roadwork should be completed as soon as possible.

SNOW REMOVAL
This year’s snow removal contract has been awarded to
Mr. Grass Barber, Lawn Maintenance Inc.. Mr. Barber
is also willing to clear private driveways and estimates
can be obtained by contacting him at:
GRASS BARBER LAWN MAINTENANCE LTD.
Maintenance Division- Rochelle Sweet
grass.barbers2012@gmail.com
1-780-918-0334

ARE YOU
CONNECTED?
Are you connected to the wastewater system? If you are
not connected, but have a system in place or if you work
is not complete, but have registered with THS the
wastewater system installer for a future system or connection, you still need to finalize all of the details before Dec
15th in order to receive the municipal subsidy. The details
include making all appropriate payments and signing
legal documents. If you are unsure of your status, contact
the village administration at 780-586-3567.
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DAY PARK PROGRESS
Mission accomplished! The ambitious goals of the Pigeon Lake
Renewal League (PLRL) to enhance the day park is
“substantially complete,” thanks to the hundreds of hours of
volunteer time and the thousands of dollars contributed by the
provincial and civic governments, along with thousands more
donated by local residents and businesses. The work included
clearing of dead trees and brush, weeding, replanting trees, a
shoreline viewing stand, light standards, walkway, storage shed,
garbage stand, repair of playground equipment and of course
the building of a new pavilion complete with wind shades, heat
and light.
In the Spring volunteers will build pavilion counter tops, groom
and gravel the children’s play area, consolidate the out structures and add volleyball nets to the triangle park. The PLRL is
also considering cooking equipment, additional tables and
benches.
Complementing the work, Council has planted new trees at the
park entrance and in partnership with the Watershed Association is planning a “water garden” and improved roadway and
parking area.. Policies are also being developed regarding the
use and recovery of operational costs associated with the pavilion. (Residents may have also noticed new trees at the west
entrance. A new policy regarding advertising signs is being developed and the proliferating signs will be removed.)
Council extends a “high five” to the many volunteers who supported the initiative, with a special thanks to PLRL Chair Eldon
Heck, project leads Arnold Moerth and Dwayne Rausch and to
the Council liaison and fund raising Chair Ron LaJeunesse.

STORAGE BYLAWS
Council would like to remind residents of our bylaws regarding storage of trailers, boat lifts and other unlicensed vehicles
both over the winter months and during summer. The bylaw
is linked here:
https://files.townlife.com/public/uploads/bylaws/900/208_
LUB_FINAL_WITH_SCHEDULES___FIG_1___FIG_2_2
012_07_27.pdf

We also would ask residents for help in ensuring the boulevards next to the roadway are free
of any and all rocks, logs or vehicles that can
cause dangerous situations during the winter
months as they may get partially buried. Thank
you in advance for tending to these items before the snow flies.
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PAVING OF RANGE
ROAD 11.
Will it ever happen? Good question! In spite of significant
work by Council to build relationships with the County and
neighbouring villages, the plan to pave Range Road 11 from
the Village to our eastern entrance remains elusive. The problem is in “who pays?”
In 2002, a previous Council entered into a contract with the
County of Wetaskiwin and neighbouring villages to share the
costs of maintaining and improving Range Roads 11 & 12.
The contract was renewed several times and now extends to
2022. Crystal Springs pays 1/3 of the costs of maintaining
both roads, a bill of about $10,000 annually.
Although the current Council has questioned why the summer
villages should have any responsibility for maintaining County
roads, the reality is that they have inherited a contract and
paving will never occur without some kind of contribution. So
work has been put into convincing County officials to work
outside of the agreement on a “one-time” basis for paving, to
abandon the 1/3 agreement and to develop a plan that is affordable by municipalities with only a small fraction of the
County population. Negotiations continue!

FIBEROPTICS
UPDATE
In 2017 Council approved what they understood
was the early installation of fiber-optics throughout the community. Fiber-optics is the high
speed transfer of communication signals by flexible encased glass wire cable delivered to each
home. The system would allow residents to
choose to connect to fast reliable internet service
at $50, $70 or $100 a month for 2 to 6 mb/s of
download speed. Each year, more and more telecommunication options are available via the internet, often replacing cable and direct satellite
services. Unfortunately, the company Missing
Link now reports that south Pigeon installations
will not be until 2021. Spokesman Craig Bondy
said that the Villages will be officially updated as
to plans in the near future.

IS YOUR SUMMER COTTAGE “LOCKED DOWN?”
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Alberta RCMP report that there were over 70 break and enters to Alberta
summer cabins and recreational homes in October of last year.
The second highest month for break and enters to seasonal properties
was May, with 56 reports although many of those may have been broken
into over the winter and are not reported until May.
The police suggest a few things you can do to help protect your property:
· Trim shrubs and trees to create clear sight lines;
· Install timers on interior lights;
· Bring home or arrange off-site storage for expensive tools and toys;
. Remove all alcohol and drugs
· Post signage stating that alcohol and valuables have been removed;
· Install motion sensor lights outside;
· Put away items like ladders that can be used for access.
If feasible install a security system. They can provide almost immediate
reports of a problem. At a minimum, it is a good idea to have someone
check the property periodically. Have a great winter!

Working quietly behind the environmental and park land enhancements of the Pigeon Lake Renewal League (PLRL) is retired accountant and society Treasurer BARRIE PRATT.
Four years before the Village was even incorporated, the “Jack Pratt” family from Camrose bought Lot 300. They had to
clear trees, construct roads, haul the lumber and “stick build” their cottage, a building with no power, no water, no phone
and no bathroom. Lanterns provided light, a nearby spring provided the water and an outhouse handled the rest. Although
Barrie preferred to sail, his entrepreneurial father introduced the first pontoon boat to the area and then built and sold copies. Barrie was however like his father in their robust interest in municipal governance. He was first elected to Crystal
Springs Council in 1980 at the age of 36 and governed for six years, serving as Mayor from 82 to 86. Wastewater and lake
conditions were issues during Barrie’s time in office and Barrie supported the first proposal for a comprehensive south side
septic system as early as 2001. However, the majority of the public were unsupportive and several different plans failed.
The last of a series of rejected plans was proposed in 2004 by Crystal Springs and Norris Beach that proposed one third of
the funding to be provided by the municipalities through a “special tax assessment of $5,863 on each of the 500
Lots.” (Equivalent to $48,500 in 2019 dollars.)
The 2004 opposition by a citizens group named the “Citizens for Responsible Environmental Stewardship Today” (CREST)
expressed concerns, but with an underlying view that septic tanks were “good enough” and the additional cost was unnecessary and unwanted. In spite of the cost, Barrie recognized the importance for the lake and his support for a public system
and concern regarding the CREST opposition can be seen in public records and newspaper reports of the day.
Councilors that followed the 2004 to 2006 failed attempts, never gave up on their vision for a public wastewater system and
cleaner lake, with Barrie working “behind the scenes” in support of citizens like Grant Churchill, Ann Tweddle, Stan Turnbull, Bill Sadler, Eric Seneca, Roger Stephens, John Zutter and Hugh Sanders.
Then in 2011 Barrie actively supported pro-wastewater candidates brother Kevin Pratt and Grant Churchill. The duo
worked tirelessly, sometimes against strong opposition, while Barrie remained a vocal supporter, eventually joined by the
fledgling Pigeon Lake Renewal League. When the two Councillors decided not to run for re-election that year, Barrie
worked to recruit candidates, develop a campaign and manage funds for a pro-wastewater council and in July of 2019 former Mayor Churchill was given the “honour” of being the first Crystal Springs resident to “flush.”
To this day, Barrie and partner Bonnie are active in the community, Barrie still attends Council meetings and is a dedicated
volunteer, serving as Treasurer on the PLRL Board where he managed almost $100,000 in project resources in 2019. A big
thanks and “Shout-Out” for a man who is steadfast in his concern for ecology, helps build community and has actively
served residents for over 40 years.

