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Road Work Begins

WINTER SECURITY

As fall quickly approaches we are finally due to get our
road work completed. COVID has certainly caused
delays in projects, but
we are pleased to be able
to get the work done
before winter . The intent is to use September
and October to complete the following:

Police statistics confirm that seasonal cabins
are a common target for thieves, with the
highest number of “break & enters” reported
in October and May, although the statistic
may be misleading as many people apparently
don’t find a winter break-in until May. While
there is no fool proof way of stopping thieves,
police do have some suggestions.


Main Road- Cement stabilization on remainder
of main road- This will
put it all to the same
‘finish’ as the middle section done last year. Several
French drains (perforated pipe in gravel) where the water 'boils' will help divert water from hot spots and help
with potholes in the future.






Cawsey and Lakeshore- Extensive drainage work and
regrading will occur on both of these roads. Engineers
recommend a combination of digging ditches, install
culverts, french drains and regrade before we look at
any potential paving solutions in the future.
We expect disruptions during the fall while this roadwork is being completed and thank you for your patience. Communication has gone to residents with ‘the
plan’ and we would ask that should you have questions
not to talk to the contractors but rather call the village
office (Jeff Reige) with any concerns or inquiries to be
sure you get accurate information.









If feasible install a security system. They
can provide almost immediate reports of a
problem
Have a friend or neighbor check the
cottage regularly (remember that most
insurance policies require frequent inspections – check with your insurer)
Arrange clearing or at least walking and
driving on driveways and sidewalks
Trim shrubs and trees to create clear sight
lines
Install timers on interior lights
Take home or arrange off-site storage of
any expensive tools and “toys”
Remove all valuable, alcohol and drugs
(post signage stating that alcohol and valuables have been removed)
Install exterior
motion sensor
lights
Store items like
ladders that
can be used for
access.
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WILL THE RANGE
ROADS EVER BE
PAVED?
Council knows that the access roads to Crystal Springs are
a major issue for residents and had hoped to report a paving plan in this edition of Crystal Clear, however they could
only report “minimal progress.” The May edition of Crystal Clear reported the extensive work put into promoting
the paving of Range Road # 11 from the “Village” to
Crystal Springs, a top Council priority since the 2018 election. Working closely with the Norris Beach Council and
County Councillor Ken Adair, Council and administration
have detailed the roads history of high traffic volumes,
danger, dust, damage to vehicles, pollution, high maintenance cost, pedestrian injury and public concern. Council
has developed options and advocated at every level of
Provincial and County officialdom. And many residents
have been supportive through their calls to the County
and Councilor Adair.
Council also hears regularly from residents who say everything from “get that road paved whatever it costs” to “It’s a
County Road, why would we pay anything?” During negotiations Council has rejected agreeing to a 1/3 Capital cost
sharing as detailed in an agreement signed by Wetaskiwin
County, Norris Beach and Crystal Springs in 2002 and
renewed in 2013 and the reality is that the Range Road
will probably never be paved without a contribution from
the Villages. However, Councils first priority is funding
the upgrading of Crystal Springs roads.
So where are we at now with Range Road 11? All engineering and costing studies have been completed and
costs are significantly higher than anticipated at over $2
million for less than a mile of paving. Council was also
hopeful for a grant from the Provincial Strategic Transportation Infrastructure Program, (STIP) but that now
seems unlikely. Another meeting of Councillors from the
three municipalities is planned for Sept 10th, however the
potential for early paving seems low.
As for Range Road 12 from Lakedell School, Council
has repeatedly expressed concerns about its condition and
repairs were finally made in late August. In terms of the
longer term, Council has taken the position that the paving to the transfer station should be a County priority - at
its sole cost - and that the remainder of the road should
be maintained to a higher standard. Maintenance costs
will continue to be shared with the County and
Grandview, although that 2002 agreement is patently unfair in today’s environment and needs to be reviewed with
a critical eye when it expires in 2022.
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DAY PARK COMPLETE
If you haven’t been down, check out the renewed and
revitalized Day Park. The improvements include a new
“Pavillion” with light and heat, a storage shed, a hard
surfaced walking path to a lake viewing platform, a refurbished children’s play equipment, landscaping and new
sand, a treed and landscaped entry and the consolidation
of mailboxes and other structures. New stainless steel
plaque with the names of donors has also been added to
the entry stone structure.
Although Covid 19 has prevented a planned formal reopening and limited the booking of the Pavillion, the
overall park use has been robust. A most sincere thank
you to all of the donors who contributed over $75,000
and to the volunteers who provided an estimated 2000
hours of labour to make the project a reality. A special
thanks to the Pigeon Lake Renewal League for its contributions to making this project such a
success.
Project lead Dwayne Rausch installing
donor plaque

Speed Signage Installed
Given the condition of our roads one would have
thought speeding wouldn’t be an issue. Not so! So
when road conditions improve, so may speeders.
In an attempt to be proactive Council has considered a number of options and acted on a few. The
research say’s that electronic signs that provide
specific speed feedback reports to be highly effective and one has been installed at each entrance.
The traditional roadway signs were also cleared of
obstructions and supplemented with several
brightly coloured “Children at Play” signs.

Dangerous Tree Removal
This fall, over 40 trees will be removed from the
day park area, eagle view park and other municipal
lands in the village. These are trees that are old and
deemed unsafe and will be bucked into 18 inch
sections. Please feel free to pick up any bucked up
firewood. you wish!
Wood will be made available
at a variety of locations and
an email will come with locations.

In the spring council will be installing speed bumps
for a one year trial.
We ask all residents to please help keep our community safe by respecting the speed limits.

PICK UP PLEASE
YOUR TRANSFER STATION PASS
In August you received a pass to the County
Transfer Station (Dump) on Range Road 12.
Summer Villages have attempted to arrange this
service for more than a decade and have been
repeatedly unsuccessful. It isn’t cheap, but the
County has set the cost and the Village added a
few dollars for administration. Council considered a “free pass” paid through your taxes, but
preferred to keep taxes low and discourage frivolous use of the passes, so opted for a “userpay” system. They hope you agree. Details have
been mailed to you or can be found on our
website

Dog waste is an environmental pollutant that is placed by environment protection departments in the same category as herbicides, insecticides, oil and toxic chemicals. A single gram of dog
coliform when analyzed, contains up to 23 million coliform bacteria which are known to cause dysentery, typhoid fever and hepatitis. Dog waste is also toxic to lawns causing burns and creating
nutrients for weeds. When left behind, these fecal contaminants
also flow into Pigeon Lake contributing to algae growth. More
importantly it is an owners responsibility to clean it up.
From the number of complaints to Councillors, dog waste appears to be an increasing problem in our community.
So “pick up please” and if you see others not doing so, ask them
politely, loan them a bag if you have one and point out that there
are always empty garbage bins down the Drive. If the problem
persists, take a photo and contact the By-law Officer at 780-7196447. The municipal animal control By-law 196 requires among
other things, the leahsing of dogs and the picking-up of excrement, with penalties of $100 to $150.
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PIGEON LAKE WATER LEVELS
Pigeon lake covers an area of 97.2 km and sits in the headwaters of the Battle River basin. The lake has no major river inflow and is fed by several streams, one creek and many ditches from a relatively small drainage area of 186 km2. The maximum lake depth is about 7 meters, with levels determined by runoff and rain. Offsetting these inflows is evaporation that
is high in hot weather and a Weir where water flows to the Battle River at Pigeon Lake Creek on the south end of the lake
near Ma-Me-O Beach.
Recorded mean daily water levels since 1955 show
a fluctuation of up to 1.2 meters with the average
annual water level at the end of July at 849.960
meters above sea level, which not coincidentally is
the top of a weir constructed to prevent flooding .
(More information on the weir follows.) The end
of July water elevation of 850.160 meters above sea
level (MASL) was about 200 mm (7.87 inches)
higher than the average since 1955. Compared to
spring 2019 water levels however, the lake has increased 435mm. (17”).
Although each year presents a different set of climatic conditions, there is a typical seasonal water level trend. Prior to the
ice coming off the lake, the snow melting in the watershed generates a large surface inflow called a “freshet.” Depending
on the amount of snowfall and climate conditions, the spring runoff may last from a few days up to several weeks with a
gradual increase in levels rom breakup until July and then steadily declining. Evaporation, the major source of outflow runs
from May to August with a maximum average net evaporation of 150 mm in July.
While high water levels are generally valued by residents, if too hig they pose significant risk to shoreline erosion, flooding
and ice thrusts in the winter. Water level controls began as early as 1914, when a weir was constructed in order to prevent
the sudden discharge of water into Pigeon Creek, flooding the downstream hay lands. The weir was designed to keep water
levels at an elevation of 849.9 m above sea level (ASL). In 1986, after a period of high precipitation, the present structure
was installed and the outlet channel reconstructed, cleared of debris and straightened to improve the flow for the 4 km of the Battle River.
The weir is owned and operated by Alberta Environment and Parks (AEP) for the express
purpose of “mitigating downstream flooding of agricultural lands, managing lake storage
volume in the event of flooding, minimizing shoreline erosion, ice damage, protecting habitat for fish and wildlife, and recreation.”
Prior to 1992, the weir was operated at an elevation of 849.8 m. above sea level. Following a recommendation by the Association of Pigeon Lake Municipalities (APLM) - a coalition of 12 municipalities around the lake - a stop log was installed to
raise the spill elevation to 849.935 M ASL. The stop log is removed when the water level reaches 850.09 meters. and reinstalled at a water level of 850.01 meters. This delays the flow of water from the lake during periods of high water and decreases the “surge capacity” of the lake in the event of storms. As noted earlier, the 2020 level was over 850 MASL or almost 8 inches over the average height and a major storm could cause sudden and significant additional increases in water
levels and that would pose serious flooding. For example, in 1990 a storm caused Pigeon Lake to rise 0.31 m (12.2 inches)
between July 1st to 4th. Strong winds and waves exacerbated shoreline erosion and property damage.
As noted previously, the main factor affecting the lake water level is the amount and pattern of precipitation in the watershed. During dryer climate years, lake levels tend to remain below the weir with no outflow. In years like 2020, the lake
level has risen above the weir with discharge through the outlet creek. When the level is above the spill point, the operation
of the weir still only marginally reduces the rate of decline in level, because the flow rate over the weir is small.
Article adapted with thanks from documents prepared by the Pigeon Lake Watershed Association (PLWA)
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WE WANT YOUR EMAIL!
We have over 150 on our email list .
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Contact Information

Office Hours and
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Mayor

You will receive any newsletters electronically as well as updates from council.

Locations:

Ian Rawlinson

If you want on the list simply send me an email -

ian.rawlinson@wolfcreek.ab.ca

ian.rawlinson@wolfcreek.ab.ca

403-896-7897

605 2nd Avenue, Ma-Me-O Beach
AB. Box 100 Ma-Me-O Beach AB. T0C
1X0.

Deputy Mayor

Our Newsletter is available on our Website

Ron LaJeunesse

www.crystalsprings.ca

lajeunesse@ionline.ca
780-669-9517
Councilor
Margaret Gagnon
margaretjgagnon@gmail.com

Phone 780-586-2494.
info@crystalsprings.ca
Hours of operation
Monday to Friday 9:00 am - Noon.

BYLAW Enforcement

Doris McAlister @780-719-6447
or information@svofficepl.com

780-231-2548

SHOUT–OUT
This edition of “Shout Out” is for long term residents Eric and Jeanne Seneka (Lister) who are well known for their frequent bike
run’s down Crystal Springs Drive and around the Kiskayo Trail. What may be less well know, are Jeanne’s decade long volunteer work
at the Ma-Me-O library and Eric’s work with Trans-Canada Trails (to be re-named Great Bear Trails), Treasurer for the Kiskayo Trail
Society, Bookkeeper with an investment club in Edmonton, Director of the Pigeon Lake Renewal League and a tireless worker who
arranged a large donation and contributed many hours to the building of the west end foot bridge. Eric was also a regular volunteer
during the reconstruction of the Day Park, helps to maintain the communities hiking trail system and manages the community bottle
recycling project. As a member of the Pigeon Lake Watershed Association, he co-ordinated the fall cleanup of Crystal Springs for several years.
The Seneka’s are long term residents with Jeanne’s family cottaging here since the mid 1950’s. Together with the Roy Cotton family
they purchased a lake front lot and then built a small one room cabin that they quickly
outgrew. The Cotton's built another next door and both families spent many happy years
as their children grew up. In 1989, now with five grandchildren in his cabin, Ernie Lister
built a winterized family cottage next door to his first one so all could enjoy at the same
time.
Eric and Jeanne attended Bonnie Doon Composite High School together, but really met at
the University of Alberta where Jeanne pursued an arts degree with Eric studying chemical
engineering. They married in 1973, had two sons, and both held a variety of positions with
Jeanne working in personnel and library services and Eric in the oilfield industry in Edmonton and Nisku. In 2000, they purchased the cottage from Jeanne’s siblings and when
Eric retired in 2002, with both enjoying country solitude, swimming, sailing, kayaking and
wind surfing, Crystal Springs became the obvious choice for retirement. Lake living was
supplemented with extensive travel and time with family including three grandsons in California.
The couple’s hopes for the future are simple - enjoying the country lifestyle, the good
friends they’ve made, family visits, keeping active with cross country skiing and cycling on
the beautiful Kiskayo Trail (see inserted map). Eric has one request for residents (and visitors) when they donate bottles at the boat launch recycling bin. Eric’s plea “Use bags,
don’t drop glass containers from the opening and deposit garbage in the garbage container.” Thank you Eric and Jeanne, good advice and that’s the least we can do!

