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On behalf of Council and Administration , I want to wish you the best for this
Christmas Season and the Happiest of New Years.
There is little doubt that this year will provide challenges due to COVID as we
navigate the waters of lock-downs and restrictions. I challenge us all in difficult times to seek opportunities and find those little gems...perhaps it is more
time with you own children, perhaps it is time to take up a new hobby, or simply it is time to
relax and rejuvenate.
Council would also respectfully remind people that we fall under the Wetaskiwin County
enhanced measures guidelines and ask each resident to be responsible in their choices
while in our community. Please, as numbers rise quickly, remember to social distance , wear
masks when in our stores, not exceed legislated group sizes and listen to all provincial updates
and guidelines as we want to ensure safety for all residents.
While challenges will be there, we still have so much to be thankful for. Be kind, Be safe and
enjoy what the spirit of Christmas and giving is all about.

Village Roads
Council was very pleased that we were able to complete a good portion of the road work that was needed in our community. While we
certainly faced challenges around COVID, weather and availability we are happy to have a good portion behind us and look forward to
completing all work in early spring.
Completed to date:
Several French Drains installed on Lakeshore Drive– these drains will move underground water and reduce the amount of erosion we
have from water bubbling under the surface
Concrete stabilization on Lakeshore Drive in addition to one chip seal coat applied. Obviously we hope that the days of massive potholes are behind us. We recognize we may always have some repair however certainly we know we will be far better off than what we
were. Of note is a lot of base had to be added by the playground as not a lot of road was there before they hit corduroy
Road excavation, culvert installs and regrading on Cyrstal Springs Close the intent is to move water away form
the road and reduce erosion. Posts were also installed around the cul-de-sac and grading of the entire road and
material added where needed
Still to do:
Cawsey Drive– on schedule to be done in early spring, culvert and ditch on south side or road, seeding, new base
and regrading and seeding
Crystal Springs Close– Seeding and final appearance
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COVID CHRISTMAS
Over the past three years Council members have privately funded a Christmas social open to all
residents. With Covid restrictions that event is not possible in 2020. Several options were considered as a replacement, two examples being a physical distancing social in the new Day Park
Pavillion and a tree lighting event where residents would gather to decorate park trees with entertainment and hot drinks. With the recent increase in Covid numbers and the need to protect
our community, each option was abandoned in turn.

Although this difficult epidemic will hamper group activities, it doesn’t have to dampen our
Christmas spirit and Council would like to try and boost that spirit by decorating the day park.
So, if you have old strings of unused lights or want to donate a new set, please drop them off at
Mayor Rawlinson’s cottage at # 195 Crystal Springs Drive before Nov 28.th we will install them
at our park. (Leave them on the back deck if not home)
If you haven’t yet driven by and want to see a great example of how Christmas lights can boost
the spirit, swing by the “Love Shack” at 312 Crystal Springs Close. Last summer owners Kevin
and Tara purchased the lot adjoining their cottage and the New Horizon Tree Farm folks landscaped it with a few dozen mature spruce trees that are now adorned with literally thousands of
lights. You can even find Santa on their
cottage roof.
So bring us your left-over lights and have a
great Christmas. Just be sure to follow all
of the Covid recommendations from our
public health leadership. Happy Holidays!

SNOW REMOVAL PLANS
The 2020/21 snow removal contract has been awarded to Can-Pride/New
Horizon Tree Services. The company is experienced, has a range of equipment, is located near-by and has provided quality tree, park and construction services to the SVCS in the past. They will be called out by our
administration as required and will clear home and cottage entrances/
approaches wherever there is winter use.
The company has also agreed to clean private driveways at the home-owners cost.
Please contact (phone or text) Rick Baumann at 780-621-7821 or Ron Baumann
at 403-358-8365 or e-mail canprideoil1957@gmail.com for a cost estimate or for
entrance clearing if your lot has been missed. Enjoy the snow!
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Traffic Calming Survey
Following this newsletter you will be obtaining a digital survey on some options for how
we MAY want to try to address speeding
along lakeshore drive.
The survey asks your opinion on some ideas
that may help. It is important to note that
the survey is not a vote, but rather to gauge
the interests of our residents . It is also important to note that some of the ideas may
not be legally possible and we are simply
brainstorming ideas.
We ask all residents to please fill it in so we
can get some valuable feedback. It will take
a very short time.

NEW PROVINCIAL
DOCK RULES
PROPOSED
While municipalities control the land area between your lot line
and the shore, the provincial government controls the shore and
lake-bed. Earlier this year, Alberta Environment and Parks (AEP)
proposed a number of new dock and boat lift rules that seemed to
make no sense. For example, they would require permits for
docks, limit their length, limit the number of lifts on a dock and
limit the size of platforms. Crystal Springs Council along with
other communities made spirited representations to the Department and in early November AEP announced revised “proposed
disturbance standards.”
Those changes would include the elimination of the requirement
to apply for authorization unless you don’t meet the new standards. (Although largely unknown and mostly unenforced, it has
been a requirement under the Public Lands Administration Regulations since 2011 to obtain authorization to place all docks, boat
lifts and other mooring structures.) The proposed new standards
would also replace dock length with water depth of 1.5 meters,
replace the limit on lift numbers with the lift and dock not exceeding 50% of the lot width and reduce lot line setbacks to 3
from 5 meters.

WILL THE RANGE ROADS EVER BE PAVED?
In October of 2019 a Crystal Clear article asked the same question. “Will Range
Road # 11 ever be paved?” The answer at that time was that it “remains elusive.”
One year later it still “remains elusive,” however we may be making progress. There
is now a preliminary agreed upon plan by Crystal Springs, Wetaskiwin County and
Norris Beach for the paving of # 11 from Crystal Springs to the Village, but we won’t
know costs or have details until later in 2021. So please don’t call your Councillors
with questions they probably won’t have answers for. They will provide full information
when they know the full story next Spring. In summary, it is still “a work in progress.”
As for Range Road # 12 from Crystal to Lakedell School, the worst sections have
now been repaired and the road is safer.

COUNCIL CONTINUES TO LEAD EFFORTS TO FIND WAYS TO
PROTECT AND IMPROVE OUR LAKE
LAND USE RULES UNDER REVIEW-Pigeon Lake Pilot Program
Over the past year, Council and THE Administration have been working with the other South Pigeon municipalities, the Pigeon Lake Watershed Association and consultants from Municipal Planning Services to examine recommendations from the new Municipal Development Plan
(MDP), the Pigeon Lake Watershed Management Plan and the Clean
Runoff Guide in order to introduce management and environmental
best practices into local Land Use by-laws.
The process included a review of existing regulations, meetings with municipal officials, the preparation of individual municipal reports and an Implementation Guide. Council will then develop a revised Land Use Bylaw,
consult with residents and then proceed with the required “three readings” at public meetings.
While it is early in the process, consideration is being given to a number of changes, including the following:
Require permits for the clearing of most vegetation other than dead and dangerous trees, grass and weeds
Prohibit “clear cutting,” with tree removal requiring a corresponding plan for the replacement of trees
Require a landscaping plan including a minimal % of permeable surface ground cover (rain, flower and vegetable gardens, gravel, wood chips, some grasses, shrubs)

Prescribe a minimum % of the lot that is not covered by buildings and non- permeable hard surfaces.
Prohibit the disturbance of wetlands and streams
Prohibit septic fields, mounds and outdoor toilets
Request information regarding plans for water conservation practices (ie) low flush toilets.
Require a water management plan detailing how water from storms, roofs, weeping tile, hot tubs and other
out-door vessels would be controlled and managed.
Require a minimum setback above the flood plain for all buildings except boat houses
Prohibit the use of “hard” shoreline construction including rocks, concrete, wood and steel
As noted earlier, it is still very early in the process and residents will be given a number of opportunities to
voice their views in the months ahead.

ACP Grant and Monitoring Buoy installation
In 2019 Crystal Springs applied for a grant from the Provincial Alberta Community Partnership (ACP) fund designed to “respond to municipal priorities.” The grant allowed us to continue our lake-wide water
quality initiatives through the purchase of a state of the art satellite communicating buoy. The planned deployment of a
70,000 dollar monitoring buoy to help understand lake conditions that lead to Algae blooms was to be occur this summer. Unfortunately due to COVID deployment had to be delayed but will be coming first thing in the spring. We will be
distributing g a detailed informational brochure at that time! This is a real positive for the health of our lake and we wil
be the only lake in Alberta with a full time monitoring buoy.
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WANT TO IMPROVE YOUR INTERNET SERVICE?

.

Good internet service in Crystal Springs may be up to you! In 2017, Council approved a plan by Missing Link, a fiber-optics internet company, to lay fiber-optic cable
through Crystal Springs. Unfortunately, the other South Pigeon villages weren’t as quick
to agree to the plans and the company moved its directional drilling equipment to Sylvan Lake.

Since that time, there have been additional delays, apparently caused by a lack of government funding to help support the installation costs. In early October a company
spokesman wrote, “I think the main reason we are not getting funding is because someone has
claimed most of Pigeon Lake is already covered with 50/10 Mbps service,” and

will need some feedback from your residents.”

“to get funding we

If you want to check your personal internet speed go to www.speedtest.net , click the
“Go” button and watch for the test to be completed. If you are interested in area coverage go to https://performance.cira.ca/ A more typical result in Crystal Springs is
15/1 Mbps to 25/2 Mbps, a long way from the 50/10 Mbps goal that the Federal Government is hoping to achieve with their August funding announcement of $6 billion for
rural internet expansion.
So, if you are unhappy with your internet service and want to support the Missing Link
installation, record the two numbers for download and upload speed that you found on
www.speedtest.net, and then get the GPS coordinates for your home or cottage address
at https://www.google.ca/maps by inserting your address and then left clicking on
the red dot. You may also have to select the “what’s here” option.
Then write Phil or Craig at admin@misslink.ca advising them of your address, your
GPS co-ordinates, the name of your service provider and the two speed test numbers.
And don’t sit back and count on the October announcement by Elon Musk of Tesla
and Space X fame regarding the Canadian Radio and Televisions (CRTC) approval of
rural satellite internet service. Only 59% of rural Canada now has any service and Musk
said he would be placing priority on the most poorly served.
So, if improved service is of interest to you, take a few fun minutes with the above task
and write Missing Link. The future of our service will be up to us.
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WE WANT YOUR EMAIL!
We have over 150 on our email list .
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Office Hours and

Issue 12

Mayor

You will receive any newsletters electronically as well as updates from council.

Locations:

Ian Rawlinson

If you want on the list simply send me an email -

ian.rawlinson@wolfcreek.ab.ca

ian.rawlinson@wolfcreek.ab.ca

403-896-7897

605 2nd Avenue, Ma-Me-O Beach
AB. Box 100 Ma-Me-O Beach AB. T0C
1X0.

Deputy Mayor

Our Newsletter is available on our Website

Ron LaJeunesse

www.crystalsprings.ca

lajeunesse@ionline.ca
780-669-9517
Councilor
Margaret Gagnon
margaretjgagnon@gmail.com

Phone 780-586-2494.
info@crystalsprings.ca
Hours of operation
Monday to Friday 9:00 am - Noon.

BYLAW Enforcement

Doris McAlister @780-719-6447
or information@svofficepl.com

780-231-2548

BOAT LAUNCH
IMPROVEMENTS
Work on improving our boat launch has begun with the installation of trees to discourage illegal parking and a new roadway. We were able to re-purpose gravel removed from Crystal Springs Drive improvements, so the launch roadway was done at
little cost to taxpayers. A new gate, more effective security, new signage and improved lake-bed concrete are planned for the Spring.

NEW MUNICIPAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN
On November 12, Council gave third reading to Bylaw # 252, a new Municipal Development
Plan. A year in the making, the plan was a statutory requirement of the provisions of the Provincial Municipal Government Act and functions as the Village’s principal long range land use
planning document. The Bylaw is a comprehensive document and will be of interest to any citizen wanting to learn more about our community, watershed and lake characteristics, intermunicipal cooperation, future land use policies, infrastructure and services to the community. It will
now serve as the foundation for specific revisions to our Land Use Bylaw (LUB.)
The document can be found on our website at crystalsprings.ca

